THE ARRAN MURDER
informed a fellow-worker that he was going to Leith as an
engineer, that he had a return-half ticket to London, and
that he had been spending his holiday at Brodick with a
friend whom, he euphemistically added, "he had left in
Arran/* The same day he sold his patternmaker's tools to a
broker in the Commercial Road for twenty-five shillings, and
disappeared from Glasgow. His landlady there, more for-
tunate than those who had enjoyed his patronage at Brodick
and Port Bannatyne, received on 3rd August a letter from
him, posted at Hamilton, enclosing a remittance for rent due.
"There are some people trying to get me into trouble,5* he
wrote, "and I think you should give them no information at
all. I will prove to them how they are mistaken before very
long/* She afterwards communicated with the police, and
delivered to them certain articles which Laurie had left in
his room.                                       ^
Laurie was next heard of at Liverpool, where, on Tuesday,
6th August, he took lodgings at 10 Greek Street, paying a
week's rent in advance. On the morning of Thursday, the
8th, however, he informed his landlady jthat he was leaving
that day, as he had got a situation in Manchester as a traveller
in the cotton trade. He left behind him a box he had brought
from Glasgow which, when taken possession of later by the
authorities, was found to contain some white shirts, identified
as Rose's property, having the name of "John "W*. Laurie5*
impressed thereon with a stamp, also found in the box. It
does not appear from the evidence led at the trial why Laurie
left Liverpool so suddenly, but the Liverpool Courier that day
published the fact of his identity with " Annandale," together
with an account of his recent movements, which plainly
shewed that the police were upon his track.
Since the discovery of the body, the Glasgow newspapers
had been full of " The Arran Murder," and the hunt for the
perpetrator had been followed with keen interest, so when
the North British -Daily Mail received and published a letter
from the wanted man, the local excitement was intense. This
letter was dated koth August, and bore the Liverpool post-
mark. " I rather smile," he wrote, " when I read that my arrest
is hourly expected. If things go as I have designed them I will
soon have arrived at that country from whose bourne no
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